Late onset epileptic seizures. A retrospective study of 250 patients.
A retrospective study of 250 patients with late-onset epilepsy was carried out. The ages ranged from 22 to 88. The seizures were partial in 104 patients and generalized in 146. The neurological examination was abnormal in 41 patients and normal in 209. The EEG studies and CT scan revealed abnormalities in 76.5% and 50.8% respectively. The most frequent CT scan findings were diffuse atrophy (19.2%), tumors (16.4%) and cerebral infarct (8.8%). The clinical parameters which best predicted the CT scan abnormalities were an abnormal neurological examination and simple partial seizures. In seven of the 45 patients with space-occupying lesions, the clinical examination and EEG were normal. The etiology of the convulsions was established in 201 patients, the most frequent cause being chronic alcoholism (62 cases), tumors (41 cases), postischemic vascular epilepsy (33 cases) and postraumatic epilepsy (28 cases). We conclude that a CT scan is essential in the assessment of patients with epileptic convulsions of late onset, even when the EEG and clinical examination are normal.